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PROPOSITIONS 
1. Confucian tradition has two components—the Confucian social-symbolic institutions and 
the Confucian fantasy. 
2.  The Confucian fantasy constituted the unconscious aspect of social reality, functioning to 
bind together all social members—Confucian and non-Confucian alike—by offering them 
a shared way of life—a way of organizing people’s relation with Enjoyment. 
3. Filial piety stories and many other popular social-cultural-religious practices served to 
reproduce the Confucian fantasy, even though some of these practices and representations 
may be regarded as non-Confucian or even anti-Confucian. 
4. To a great degree, the Confucian fantasy resembles the structure of perversion which 
predetermines the subject’s relation with the Other: the subject serves as an instrumental 
object of the Other’s jouissance. The perverse fantasy (or discourse) constituted the 
obverse of the Confucian orthodoxy. 
5. The longevity of patriarchal rule in China was sustained by the coexistence of two 
Fathers—the pacifying symbolic Father and the obscene punitive Real Father; the former 
functioned as the ego-ideal, while the latter served as the superego.  
6. Sinological scholarship has often been constrained by an exclusive focus on the conscious 
side of social-cultural reality; a full-scale study should always keep sight of its 
unconscious aspect. 
7. One way of approaching the social-cultural unconscious is to read the gap structurally 
inherent in all systems that regulate the formation of reality.  
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8. In a way, to approach the unconscious is to deconstruct reality itself. 
9. “For the true formula of atheism is not God is dead … the true formula of atheism is God 
is unconscious.” (Jacque Lacan, The Four Fundamental Concepts of Psychoanalysis. New 
York: Norton, 1998. 59.) 
10. Reading is not only a way of deciphering the signifier but also an effort to encounter what 
Lacan calls “the beyond of the signified.” 
11. It is not possible to write a proposition which is immediately meaningful for all.  
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